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Ottawa Board of Education Reunion to help 

fund Artists in the Schools program 
Every month a cheerful group of former employees of the former Ottawa Board of Education gathers 

around a long table at Kristy’s restaurant to plan their upcoming reunion evening. 

 

 

The Ottawa Board of Education reunion planning committee: On the left, from front to back: Steve Moretti, 

Murray Sands, Terry West, Carole Moult, Jan Hynes, Bonnie Cheung, Lyn Wells and Ross Maxwell. On the 

right, from front to back: Michael Wilson, Barbara Clark, Terri Munro, Peggy West, Roger Lalonde, Pat 

Holloway and Bob Sweeney. Absent members: Frank Allan, Elda Allen, Mary Lou Fleming, Joan Fulcher, 

Lynne McCarney, Bill Smirle, and Lorne Rachlis. 

 

The first reunion took place in 2008, when some of them decided they wanted a positive way to get 
together, instead of meeting each other at funerals. Bill Smirle and Lyn Wells offered to co-chair that first 
event, which attracted 420 participants. 

 
Now, the fourth Ottawa Board of Education Reunion will be held at Algonquin College on Saturday, 

Sept. 26, and all former OBE employees are invited. Some people who are still teaching come to the 
reunion, but most are retired. 

 
The OBE was the public school board for Ottawa from 1970 to 1998. The board was created as part 

of a provincewide reorganization of the public education system. Previously, elementary schools had 
been supervised by the Ottawa Public Board of Education, while secondary schools had been managed 
by the Ottawa Collegiate Board. 

 



As a result of the Fewer School Boards Act, both boards were merged with the Rockcliffe Park and 
Vanier boards, to form the OBE. On Jan. 1, 1998, the OBE and the Carleton Board of Education 
combined to form the OttawaCarleton District School Board, with the new board responsible for providing 
English-language public education to all students in the entire Ottawa-Carleton region. 

 
“The OBE was a remarkable time,” said Pat Holloway, former OBE teacher and consultant, and a 

member of the reunion committee. “We were a wonderful, creative group of people who were given the 
opportunity to be creative. People were happy. They are still coming back to be together at the reunion; 
one man came from Vancouver last time.” 

 
The social get-together begins at 4:30 p.m., with a buffet dinner at 6:15 p.m. followed by fun 

entertainment with an OBE theme. Proceeds of a silent auction at the reunion go toward the Marjorie 
Loughrey Fund, which promotes the Artists in the Schools program. 

 
“The reunion planning committee started donating profits from our reunion dinners to the Marjorie 

Loughrey Fund in 2010 and then again in 2013,” said Bonnie Cheung of the reunion committee. 
 
Marjorie Loughrey (1928-2005) was a dedicated trustee and former Chair of the OBE. She was often 

called the Guardian Angel for the Arts, both at the local educational level, as well as at the municipal 
level. She believed that an education in the arts was fundamental to the emotional, intellectual and social 
development of each child. As an OBE trustee, she spearheaded the development of the Arts Canterbury 
program and was the driving force behind the creation of the Advisory Committee on the Arts in 1987. 

 
Her contribution to the arts, as an advocate and as a consumer, was felt at the local, provincial, and 

national levels. It was a lifetime interest in the arts and art history that would lead her, as a mature 
student, to graduate from Carleton University in 2000, at age 72, with a Bachelor of Arts degree. 

 
Before she passed away on Oct. 12, 2005, the Marjorie Loughrey Endowment Fund was created to 

honour her by promoting the arts in elementary schools. The Marjorie Loughrey Artists in the Schools 
program provides students in Ottawa-Carleton District School Board elementary schools the opportunity 
for active involvement with an artist from any of the arts disciplines. 

 
The first Marjorie Loughrey Award was granted in 2006, and since then there have been 11 awards 

with over 2,000 students actively involved. 
 
In 2013-14, students of Connaught Public School received an Introduction to Pottery program. 

Students of Viscount Alexander Public School experienced “Dancing the Curriculum,” as Anita Rudichuk 
and her company Tradansa helped students and staff learn about cultural diversity and similarities 
through dance and movement. 

 
“I have attended all three reunion dinners and thoroughly enjoyed meeting former friends and 

colleagues to revive happy but fading memories,” said Lorne Rachlis, supervisory officer at the former 
Ottawa Board of Education from 1984 to 1998. 

 
Order reunion tickets online for $42 each at www.obereunion.ca. 

 


